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Perhaps it was the Writers Guild
Theater's Hollywood influence, bur the
night Gina Gardner and Stu Karz fisst
met was taken straight from the script
of a romantic comedy. While atending
a work-related event ar the theater,
Gina and Stu notced one another across
a cowded room. St was determined Lo
strike up a conversation with her, bat in
a plot-thickening wurn of events, Gina
left before he had the chance.

Gina was certain she would never see
Stu again, buer luckily his coworker

knew her name and where she worked
(both Gina and Sue are attorneys) and
through the power of the Internet, Stu
was able to wack her down (“Some
would say ‘stalked,” teases Gina).
Needing no reminder of who he was,
she excitedly accepred a date with the
handsome stranger.
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Two years later, Sw
broueght Gina back 1o the
theater for what she thoueght
was a movie screening. But
1o her surprise, an usher
opened the doors 1o
reveal an aisle lined with
candles. On a able for
wo arranged beneath the
screen, a printed email
reminiscent of their first
exchange was wailing,

read: “Because we never

had the chance to spexk

the first ume we were in
this theater, I hope you
will give me the chance to

ask you a very important

question.™ And with that, Ste got down on one kace
and asked for Gina's hand. The rest, as they say, is history.

Armed with the dream of a garden ceremony and a
receprion steeped in glamour and elegance, the bride
and groom chose the legendary Beverly Hills Houel
as their wedding venue. The hotel's existing pastel
color scheme, along with Gina’s favorite
tones—champagne, white, and celadon—helped create
an enchanted décor. With green crystal chandeliers
hanging from the trees and a gazebo enveloped in lush
white flowers, the ceremony setting was everything the
couple had envisioned. Its romanuic design was mirroced

in the ballroom’s regal candelabra centerpicces and a
canopy of roses and orchids that sheltered the couple’s
sweetheart table. It felt like our own secret garden,”
remembers Gina.

But before the intricate details—from the guest book
gl
cufflinks {a play on his last name)}—were revealed,

quotes to the groom’s cat

filled with meanin

ninor calas threatened 1o derail the big day. Just

one week before the wedding, Gina’s mother slipped

and broke her hip while walking 10 answer the front
door. It was frightening and emotional on many levels
for the two families, but after emergency surgery,
Gina’s mother was able 1o anend her oldest daughrer's
wedding. “She was in the hospital for five days and was

literally transferred 10 hotel the day before the

wedding,” remembers Gina. “My mom was truly

acredible, and she refused o let her injury stop her

from enjoying our wedding 10 the fullest.” Everyone
banded together 1o support the mother-of-the-bride,
including her dress designer, who made several visits
to the hospital wo refit her gown. Gina’s mother
looked stunning as she joined the processional in her

wheelchair, and the avdience gave her a standing

ovation. “The entire focus of our wedding changed
the week before. Instead of being so concerned with
the details, we realized just how fortunate we were o
have everyone we loved in one room, happy and
healthy,” asserts the bride.
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newlyweds joine i gucst

celebrate the overwhel:

couple twirl

[ ed first dance un

hang y the band, th
custom-made white dance floor was the center of
the party. Except for when the couple’s favorite
course—dessert—appeared. In addition wo a tioaal
wedding cake, guests enjoyed a chocolate lover's
plate inscribed with tl

wed

cat-shaped cookies as a farewell gift.
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g the almaost 300 people (many of whom made the

trip from Chicago and beyond to be with the couple) who joined

in celebration, Gina and Swe feel their wedding reflected the
true meaning of the day: von of two extended families. It is
the one day when everyone who has been a special part of your lives

is there for you, and that is the most incredible fecling on carth
In true happily-ever-after foem, Gina adds: “It was nast magical
evening of my entire life. I felr like Cinderella.™ JACGUELYN KISKER







