The beautifiel aroma of roses, rosemary and
lavender will forever remind Annie Hirsch and
Mark St. John of their enchanting wedding day.
Set ar the sprawling Spanish colonial Ojai Valley
Inn, their destnation wedding was so moving
that one guest admitted it “made her believe i
love again.” With personal touches recognizable
in every nook and cranny of their affair, this was
definitely more than a celebration for the bride
and groom — it was an observance of love felt by
all who were present.

The pa

six years carlier when the two met in acting class.

1o Annie and Mark’s wedding began

They often found themselves playing lovers, bat
it wasa't untl they were cast opposite one
another in Privare Liver that their lives began 10
imitate art. While rehearsing on a bench outside
the playhouse, Mark surprised Annie with a kiss,
and from that moment on, their romance
blossomed. Five years later, Mark brought Annie
back 1o that same bench, bur this ume around,
it was her hand he wanted most. Like the kiss
that started it all, Aanie had 2o idea that he was
about to propose, and she was once again swept
away by Mark’s romantic and special gesture.
In the nine months they ook 1o plan their

wedding, the couple was committed to creating

an environment focused on the love they have
for cach other and for their families. With
Annie’s family having speat almost every year
vacationing there, the familianity of the inn filled
her with a wremendows sense of comfort. Mark

was instantly at home on the beatiful, peaceful
grounds, 100, and felt that the Chumash Indian
word “QOjai,” meaning “nest,” was a perfect
place to start their family.
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The red tled roof and wooden balconies surrounding
the courtyard where the ceremony took place helped set a
warm and welcoming stage for the former actoes. Annie’s
uncle Howard was ordained for the occasion, and his
performance of their ceremony made it an intimate and
soothing experience for the bride and groom. Bleading
Annie’s Jewish and Mark's Irish hertage was achieved by

incorporating specially chosen traditions from cach - the
couple was married while standing under the traditional
Jewish chuppad as Insh blessings were bestowed upon the
happy couple.
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Selecting their flowers was as important to Annie and Mark a3 choosing
the perfect venue, The sweetheart table was imbued with rosemary, lavender,
moss, kumquat vines, and old roses, elements also repeated on the wedding
cake. Rather than designing traditionally tight bouguets for the bride

and her bridesmaids, Annie chose loose and nateral-looking arrangements

&
giving the impression that the roses, rosemary and lavender were
freshly picked

The couple’s persomlity and their strong sense of family were parucelardy

evident in their musical selections for the ceremony, the orginal vows they

penned for cach other and the speeches shared by family members. With

two guitansts and a bass player performing, the parents walked down the

aisle 1o “In My Life,” the bridal party to “Annie’s Song,” and Annie and

her father made their grand entrance 1o “Let it Be Me." Most appropriate

was the song the newly minted Mr. & Mrs. St. Joha played as they left

the ch

ppah — “Feeling Groovy.™ The speeches shared during the reception,
particularly the one given by Annie’s father, and a surprise serenade by
her brother brought the room o 1ears

While their love affair began with a kiss, it was solidified with 2 magical

weekend ser amidst unforgentable scents, twinkling lights, and a swrong

awareness of one another. Taking the tume to weave personal character
into every aspect of the wedding proved most rewarding for Annie and

Mark and reselted in a wruly remarkable celebration. As Annie pats i, “the

more you plan, the more you wawch the wedding become a reflection of

who you are as a couple!™ ALUSON KRUMHOLZ
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